66. ON PUBLIC PAEKS IN CONNEXION WITH LARGE TOWNS, WITH A SUGGESTION FOE THE FORMATION OF A PARK IN BELFAST*.
[A Paper read before the Belfast Social Inquiry Society on the 2nd Mcarch, 1852.]
THE importance of public parks and other open spaces in large towns is such as scarcely to admit of debate, yet the consideration of some of the advantages resulting from them cannot fail to be a matter of interest. They have a great effect in improving the atmosphere of the districts around them, by allowing of the change of air so much needed where many human habitations are closely packed together. Thus the beneficial influence of the parks of London extends to multitudes even of those who seldom use them as places for recreation and exercise. When, however, one leaves the hot and crowded streets of London on a summer day, and, entering one of the parks, passes along pleasant walks among flowering shrubs, green grass, and ornamental patches of water enlivened with numerous water-fowls of various kinds and colours, he feels practically some of the advantages of open spaces in largo towns. When one walks in the Glasgow Green, as being the best place for exercise within the town, or the best outlet from it to the country, and when he sees himself surrounded on all sides with tall chimneys vomiting smoke which is wafted past him in clouds, although he may not feel disposed to congratulate himself on the freshness of the air, yet still his reason convinces him that the state of the town, bad as it is, would be much worse were this
* [This paper led directly to the purchase, for the town of Belfast, of the large Ormeau Park.]